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The artist has attained a high degree of success in the
representation of human figures* Considering the large area
filled by thousands of them, we could hardly expect great
beauty of form in individual figures. But if few of them
may be regarded as of surpassing beauty, there are fewer still
among the thousands of figures, which have fallen below a
fairly high average standard, and this, by itself, calls forth
our highest admiration and reflects the greatest credit upon
the genius and resourcefulness of the artists of Barabudur.

In designing the human figures the artist, true to Indian
tradition, has aimed at reproducing a type rather than an
individual. But he has been very successful in delineating
and distinguishing these types. For example, the royal
attendants (PL XVII, Fig. 1), ascetics (PL XVII, Fig. 2), and
the gods, (PL XVIII, Fig. 1) are clearly marked types
distinguished from one another. Yet no two figures of even
the same type are exactly the replica of each other, and there
are always some shades of difference in their features. Once
our eyes are accustomed to a little heaviness and roundness
of th6 figures, which are, no doubt, due to racial physiognomy,
we find them possessed of a fair degree of grace and charm.
As our eyes wander over the hundreds and thousands of
figures, we note with admiration how each of them has been
chiselled with great care and skill, so as to bring out the
lovely form of the body. The scanty dress, both of the men
and the women, made the task infinitely greater, as the artist had
to pay attention to all the parts of the body. The figures
are seldom made to stand or sit in an erect or rigid attitude,
but infinite variety of poses and bends are introduced, giving
the artist an opportunity to display his masterly technique and
sense of rhythm by delineating them in fine graceful curved
lities.

The figures of women are almost always carved with a special
care. The round bosom, full thigh and hip, slender waist and
the pliant limbs endow many of them with an unspeakable
grace and charm, 'Sometimes we meet with new types of